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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The application has been examined. Claims 1 - 33 are pending in this office 
action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the . 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 5 - 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. . 

Claims 5-12 recite in the preamble "a computer readable medium having stored 
thereon a data structure". The above stated claims define non-statutory processes 
because they merely manipulate an abstract idea without a claimed limitation to a 
practical application. Structural and functional interrelationship with a general-purpose 
computer for permitting claimed functions to be realized are not provided in the claims. 
Thus, the claimed are rejected as being non-statutory. 

Claims 5 - 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 1 - 19 are rejected because the 
language of claims in view of the definition of the computer readable media in view of 
the definition of communications media from the detailed description of the 
embodiments (Page 19 paragraphs 0071 and 0073) recites carrier and signals which 
are not considered as tangible and do not form the basis of statutory subject matter 
under 35 U.S.C. 101. 
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4. To expedite a complete examination of the instant application the claims rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 101 (non-statutory) above are further rejected as set forth below in 
anticipation of applicant amending these claims to place them within the four categories 
of invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1 - 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Patrick Stickler ('Stickler' herein after) ('US 2003/0097365 A1). 

With respect to claim 1 , 

Stickler discloses a computer-readable medium having stored thereon a data 
structure, comprising: at least one optional data member to render received data 
functional within a current version of the data structure when optional data is absent 
from the received data (paragraphs 0009 and 001 1 , Stickler); and at least one construct 
to render the received data functional within the current version of the data structure 
when the received data includes wildcard data that is not specified by the current 
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version of the data structure (paragraphs 0060 and 0149 - 0150, Stickler). 

With respect to claim 2, 

Stickler discloses a computer-readable medium according to claim 1 , wherein the 
data structure is both backward-compatible and forward-compatible with other versions 
of the data structure (paragraphs 0042 - 0043, Stickler). 

With respect to claim 3, 

Stickler discloses a computer-readable medium according to claim 1, wherein the 
data structure is described by an XML schema (paragraphs 0058, Stickler). 

With respect to claim 4, 

Stickler discloses a computer-readable medium according to claim 1 , wherein the 
at least one construct includes a delimiter followed by a wildcard data member 
(paragraphs 0149 - 0150, Stickler). 

With respect to claim 5, 

Stickler discloses a computer-readable medium having stored thereon a data 
structure, comprising: a delimiter (paragraph 214, Stickler); and at least one wildcard 
member that follows the delimiter to receive wildcard data received in accordance with a 
different version of the data structure (paragraphs 0149 - 0150, Stickler). 



Application/Control Number: 10/815,242 



Art Unit: 2166 



Page 5 



With respect to claim 6, 

Stickler discloses a computer-readable medium according to claim 5, wherein the 
data structure is both backward-compatible and forward-compatible with other versions 
of the data structure (paragraphs 0042 - 0043, Stickler). 

With respect to claim 7, 

Stickler discloses a computer-readable medium according to claim 5, wherein the 
data structure is described by an XML schema (paragraphs 0058, Stickler). 

With respect to claim 8, 

Stickler discloses a computer-readable medium according to claim 5, wherein the 
different version of the data structure is one of an earlier version of the data structure 
and a later version of the data structure (paragraphs 0066 and 0083, Stickler). 

With respect to claim 9, 

Stickler discloses a computer-readable medium according to claim 5, wherein a 
last occurrence of the at least one wildcard member (paragraphs 0149 - 0150, Stickler) 
is followed by an end delimiter (paragraph 214, Stickler). 



With respect to claim 10, 
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Stickler discloses a computer-readable medium according to claim 5, wherein the 
at least one wildcard member is to be placed in a location for a schema particle 
(paragraph 0212, Stickler). 

With respect to claim 11, 

Stickler discloses a computer-readable medium according to claim 10, wherein a 
schema particle is any one of a group consisting of an element, a compositor, a group, 
or an element wildcard (paragraphs 0149, 0212, Stickler). 

With respect to claim 12, 

Stickler discloses a computer-readable medium according to claim 10, wherein 
the at least one wildcard member is to receive wildcard data that is any one of a group 
consisting of a target namespace, a local namespace, or a global namespace 
(paragraphs 0149, 0212, Stickler). 

With respect to claim 13, 

Stickler discloses a computer-readable medium having one or more instructions 
to be executed by one or more processors, the one or more instructions causing the 
one or more processors to: receive data common to multiple generations of type, 
tolerate an absence of optional data from the received data, when the data is received 
in accordance with a different generation of the type (paragraphs 0009 and 001 1 , 
Stickler); accept an inclusion of extra data in the received data, when the data is 
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received in accordance with another different generation of the type and validate a 
message by inserting the received data into a current generation of the type 
(paragraphs 0060 and 0149 - 0150, Stickler). 

With respect to claim 14, 

Stickler discloses a computer-readable medium according to claim 13, wherein 
the type is described by an XML schema (paragraphs 0058, Stickler). 

With respect to claim 15, 

Stickler discloses a computer-readable medium according to claim 13, wherein to 
tolerate an absence of data in accordance with the different generation of the type is to 
detect no data element in an optional element member for a message (paragraphs 0009 
and 0011, Stickler). 

With respect to claim 16, 

Stickler discloses a computer-readable medium according to claim 13, wherein to 
accept an inclusion of extra data in the received data is to receive the extra data in a 
placeholder for a message (paragraphs 0060 and 0149 - 0150, Stickler). 

With respect to claim 17, 

Stickler discloses a computer-readable medium according to claim 13, wherein a 
current generation of the type includes at least one optional element member and at 
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least one placeholder (paragraphs 0149 - 0150, Stickler). 

With respect to claim 18, 

Stickler discloses a computer-readable medium according to claim 16, wherein 
the at least one placeholder includes a delimiter followed by an element member to 
receive the extra data (paragraph 214, Stickler). 

With respect to claim 19, 

Stickler discloses a computer-readable medium according to claim 16, wherein 
the at least one placeholder is to receive the further data that is any one of a group 
consisting of a target namespace, a local namespace, or a global namespace 
(paragraphs 0149, 0212, Stickler). 

With respect to claim 20, 

Stickler discloses a method, comprising: receiving data in accordance with 
different type versions; tolerate optional data missing from the received data, when the 
data is received according to a different type version (paragraphs 0009 and 001 1 , 
Stickler); receive further data included in the received data, when the data is received 
according to another different type version (paragraphs 0060 and 0149 - 0150, 
Stickler); and formatting the received data according to a current type version into a 
message (paragraph 0047, Stickler). 
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With respect to claim 21 , 

Stickler discloses a method according to claim 20, wherein the further data 
includes the optional data (paragraphs 0060 and 0149 - 0150, Stickler). 

With respect to claim 22, 

Stickler discloses a method according to claim 20, wherein the type is described 
using an XML schema (paragraphs 0058, Stickler). 

With respect to claim 23, 

Stickler discloses a method according to claim 20, wherein to tolerate missing 
data from the received data is to allow an absent data element in an optional data 
member in order to validate a message (paragraphs 0060 and 0149 - 0150, Stickler). 

With respect to claim 24, 

Stickler discloses a method according to claim 20, wherein to receive further data 
in the received data is to receive the further data in a placeholder in order to validate a 
message (paragraphs 0060 and 0149 - 0150, Stickler). 

With respect to claim 25, 

Stickler discloses a method according to claim 20, wherein the current type 
version includes at least one optional data member and at least one placeholder 
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(paragraphs 01 49 - 01 50, Stickler). 

With respect to claim 26, 

Stickler discloses a method according to claim 24, wherein the at least one 
placeholder includes a delimiter followed by a wildcard element to receive the further 
data according to the another different type version, and wherein further a last 
placeholder is followed by an end delimiter (paragraph 214, Stickler). 

With respect to claim 27, 

Stickler discloses a method according to claim 24, wherein the at least one 
placeholder is to receive the further data that is any one of a group consisting of a target 
namespace, a local namespace, and a global namespace (paragraphs 0149, 0212, 
Stickler) 

With respect to claim 28, 

Stickler discloses a parser, comprising: means for receiving data in members 
according to multiple type versions; means for excusing optional data being absent from 
the received data, when the data is received according to a different generation of the 
type (paragraphs 0009 and 0011, Stickler); and means for receiving further data in the 
received data, when the data is received according to another different generation of the 
type (paragraphs 0060 and 0149 - 0150, Stickler). 
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With respect to claim 29, 

Stickler discloses an apparatus according to claim 28, wherein the type is 
described by an XML schema (paragraphs 0058, Stickler). 

With respect to claim 30, 

Stickler discloses an apparatus according to claim 28, wherein the means for 
receiving further data includes at least one construct member having a delimiter 
followed by a wildcard data member (paragraphs 0149 - 0150, Stickler). 

With respect to claim 31 , 

Stickler discloses an apparatus according to claim 28, wherein the means for 
receiving further data is placed in a location for a schema particle (paragraph 0212, 
Stickler). 

With respect to claim 32, 

Stickler discloses an apparatus according to claim 31 , wherein the schema 
particle is any one of a group consisting of an element, a compositor, a group, or an 
element wildcard (paragraphs 0149, 0212, Stickler). 



With respect to claim 33, 
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Stickler discloses an apparatus according to claim 31 , wherein the means for 
receiving further data is to receive data that is any one of a group consisting of a target 
namespace, a local namespace, or a global namespace (paragraphs 0149, 0212, 
Stickler). 
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Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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